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      Middlebury Energy Committee Minutes        
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 9:00 am 

Town Offices (small conference room & virtual) 
 
 

Attendees: Liv Herdman, Howard Widelitz, Diane Munroe, Bill Cunningham, Richard Hopkins, 
Lindsey Fuentes-George, Steve Maier, Ross Conrad 
 
Absent:  Lisa Bernardin 
 
Guests: Dan Rafferty 
  
Meeting called to order at 9:03 am 

 
Review meeting agenda:      
Discussed the following agenda additions: 

• Added Tom Murray to discussion 
• Solar canopy at the train station 
• Dan joining the energy committee 
• Rich and Steve’s write up with CEAC 

 
Approve meeting minutes from September 15, 2021 mtg: 
Comments: Howard made clarification on how can we use the MIT model to identify energy 
savings needs. Richard moved to approve, Diane seconds.  Unanimous vote to approve with 
Ross and Liv abstaining. 
 
Review minutes on Memorial sports center special meeting:    
Richard moved to approve; Howard seconded.  All in attendance of the special meeting approved 
the minutes as is. 
 
Howard mentioned he would love for anyone to run point on any of the following projects. 
 
Teen Center Energy Efficiency project: 
Howard met with Dustin Hunt and Bill Kernan, there is money for windows and doors. Energy 
Committee has $$ for attic insulation. Bill will put out a bid for doing additional work including 
some wall foam insulation at the same time as some exterior work. Packed cellulose may be a 
better option environmentally. We may want better information on the environmental impacts of 
foam production and off gassing. Removing sheathing might allow better application of foam 
insulation so it is more effective. Who can we ask to advise us on these issues? Two architects 
with CEAC may be able to give advice. Contractors with special training or certification from 
efficiency Vermont may be able to help. Installing heat pumps will be considered for next year. 
 
Acorn Energy Bristol array project update: 
Town approved the array and they are breaking ground. Town has 276 units, which is about 126 
kW and this will be part of our net metering. The town will start receiving benefits in January. 
 
Discuss write up of Steve and Richard: 
Richard and Steve wrote a paper entitled, “Why advocate for more solar electric generating 
capacity in Addison County?”. 
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Do we continue to pursue net metering projects? Do we believe the accounting being done by 
GMP? GMP must produce 10-20% of their power by small scale local projects. Net metering is 
saving the town money currently. Maybe we should have someone from GMP come to our 
committee meeting. Richard will reach out to GMP. 
 
Memorial Sports Center Rooftop Solar Project update: 
Last month we discussed approving the funding of the structural analysis on the roof. The funding 
was approved in a Special Meeting on September 8, 2021. It was determined the roof is 
insufficient to support regular solar panels. There is a possible solution with lightweight panels 
that could be handled by the available roof load. Aegis renewable has done this elsewhere so 
there may be a chance to move forward. The bill is much less than the $5K that we approved 
since steel testing was not required. 
 
Police Building HVAC update: 
We approved spending an additional $1000 to have some studies of the police building. Need to 
know how the heat pump solution compares to replacing the heating units with a like system.  
What is the operational cost and carbon impact over the life of the system (20 years)? (Nota 
Bene: By lifecycle we include installation and operation costs and not the lifecycle of the product 
including manufacture) 
 
End-of-Year Report:  
Howard will provide report soon, and we can update the FY CO2 emission numbers to be 
included in the report. Richard and Liv will work on the emissions. Howard will get the writeup of 
activities to us before the November committee meeting. 
 
EVChargers: 
Dr Mahoney (Drew) had contacted the town about putting in a charger at his facility. CEAC has 
some expertise on this. For the first go around the option to charge the user did not exist. Green 
Mountain Power now has newer technology/software to allow the charger to charge folks. 
Request for information on how to go about adding an EV charger to a private business. 
  
Other news: 
Solar canopy at the train station. Roof points directly west with a 20-degree pitch on it. Rail 
company designed roof and the town had no ability to influence the design. We will find out who 
owns it and if the owner is open to putting solar panels on it. It is a very visible place for a project. 
Bill Cunningham emailed Shaun Corbett from Vtrans to inquire who the point of contact should be 
for discussion of the solar potential. 
 
 
Discussion with Tom Murray form VGS:  
Tom Murray provided an update on the feasibility study performed by an engineering consulting 
firm. Consultant will look at the biogas potential, for generating electricity, directly generating 
biogas and use of biogas at the facility. Also, Tom has discussed partnering with Purpose Energy 
and coupling with their projects. Municipal solid waste has a lot of regulations require. Next step is 
to talk to Bob Wells and team about needed information, Tom will include energy committee on 
that meeting. Preliminary report will be available by next meeting and final report available in 
December. Howard commented it makes a lot of sense to collaborate with Purpose Energy. Don’t 
want to be competing with other companies, also want to look ahead and try to solve as many 
problems as possible. Richard asked if there was a small district heating loop still?  Answer: 
Waste heat might go to Agrimark but that is not an active part of the plan any longer, although it 
could provide 10% of their heating needs. 
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The Rutland Wastewater Treatment Plant uses biogas to heat the drums that process the 
biosolids.  
 
 
Dan joining committee   
Dan has been involved as a guest for the last year. He would like to be an official member of the 
committee. Liv moved that we make a statement of support for Dan joining the committee. Diane 
seconded. Unanimous approval. 
 
Available funding:   
Diane will follow up with Efficiency Vermont on what new funding may be coming soon. Steve 
would also like to keep up on this. 
 
We will discuss biodiesel next time. Laura Assermily wants us to do more communication. 
CEAC updates can happen next time. 
 
Motion to Adjourn,  
Richard, Diane Seconded. All voted to adjourn.   
Meeting adjourned at 9:25         
 


